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Recording software questionnaire

Later this year YHEDN will be running a number of workshops around the region funded by the National Biodiversity Network. The aim of the workshops is for naturalists to share their experiences – good and bad – of the various recording software packages on the market either commercially or for free. 

The idea of this questionnaire is to get people who already record using software to explain what they use and why they use it. Once we have the responses we will get them printed up as fact sheets which attendees to the workshops can take away with them. 

The workshops will be informal days where members of different groups can get together and chat. There will be a number of informal demos of different software packages through the day and people can attend whichever demos they like. 

If people strongly advocate the software they use, what we'd really like to do is get them to attend one or more workshops and run a demo of that software package to potential users. If you would be prepared to do a demo of your software, please let us know. We can pay travel expenses for the workshops.  

The questions below the headings are an idea of the type of response we're looking for but please feel free to include anything relevant to the heading in your answer. 

Please send completed questionnaires to dan.jones@humber-edc.org.uk or if you'd rather print it out and fill it in on paper you can post it to:

Dan Jones 

Humber Environmental Data Centre

Maltkiln Road 

Barton upon Humber 

North Lincolnshire

DN185JR

Recording Application

What's it called and where do you get it?

Taxonomic Groups

Is it limited to a species group eg. Butterfly Conservation's – Transect Walker or can it record all species groups?

What stage(s) of the recording process is it for? 

Does the software provide functions for recording directly in the field, digitising from paper, importing, collating and curating, reporting and analysis? 


Inputs

Do you input single records, ticklists, transects? Is inputting data quick and easy and tailored to a specific task or slow but more generic and capable of serving different purposes? 
Outputs

Does the software provide output in the form of exports to share data via Excel or by another means? 

Does the software produce maps and visual analysis tools like graphs and charts? 

Does the software provide reporting and analysis tools? 

Requirements Hardware/Software/Internet

What do you need to run it? 

Is it Microsoft Windows only? 

Do you need an internet connection and if so does it need to be broadband? 

Do you need a licence for anything else like Microsoft Office to make it work?

Cost

Is there a licence fee? 

If there is a requirement for other software how much is that? 

Pros

I like the way it... 

Cons

It's frustrating when it... 

About you

How long have you been using the software? 

Do you use it as an individual or as a society, VC recorder … ?

Contact details

You don't have to fill in all the details below but if you would be prepared to demo your recording software at one or more workshops please let us know and provide enough contact details that we can arrange the details with you. 

Names and contact details for respondents will be used for administration purposes only. Personal information will not be reproduced on fact sheets or in any other form without your consent. Contact details will not be passed to third parties without your specific consent. 

	Name
	

	Address
	

	Phone
	

	Email
	

	Would you be prepared to demo?
	

	Would you be happy for your name (and contact details) to be included on the fact sheets. 
	


YHEDN membership

	Doncaster Museum Service
	Humber Environmental Data Centre
	Lincolnshire Biodiversity Partnership

	North & East Yorkshire Ecological Data Centre
	Rotherham Biological Record Centre
	Sheffield City Council Ecology Unit

	West Yorkshire Ecology.
	Yorkshire Naturalist's Union
	


YHEDN support

	Natural England
	Yorkshire Forward
	Yorkshire Water


Document version history

	Version
	Date
	Comments

	1.0
	29/09/2007
	Adapted from NBN template policies for wider application to the YHEDN network.
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